State concerned over cradle snatching

_DUBIGUS RECORD Govt agrees that Bihar tops the country in child marriages with 69% marrying under 18
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PATNA: The incidence of child
marriage in Bihar is the high-
. estinthe country, the state gov-
ernment admitted in the leg-
islative council on Thursday.

. Quoting the findings of the
National Family Health Survey
-3, social welfare minister
Pravéen Amanullah said with
69% of young getting married
[elow the legal age, Bihartopped

 the list of states where child
marriages are common.

She, however, assured the

house, that the government had

Initiated effective measures to
containthe menace. Apartfrom

- implementing the provisions of
the Child Marriage Prevention
Act, it had launched an aware-
ness drive to educate people about
the ill effects of early marriage.

The government was also
encouraging general publie to
inform the designated officials
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A facsimile of the reports on underage marriages as published in HT,

about the incidence of child sub-divisional officers or the
marriage, she said. They could ~ block development officers or
bring it to the notice of either  the sarpanch of the gram pan-

chayat. She said that the coop-
eration of the people at large
was essential to curb the prac-
tice,

The minister also said that
her department might, con-
sider appointing officers, espe-
cially to prevent the high inci-
dence of child marriage.

BJP member Kiran Ghai
Sinha, who had raised the issue,
was, however, not satisfied with
the government reply. The
answer was not direet and did
not deal with the queries sep-
arately, she said, adding that
the matter was serious and the
government steps were not suf-
ficient enough to eradicate the
menace.

She said that SDOs and
BDOs, who were already over-
loaded with developmental activ-
ities, had been given the task
of eradicating the practice, This
showed the seriousness of the
governmerit towards the prob-
lem, she added.
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